"The Weddi ng Present”
A bitter man nust | earn
t he power of forgiveness
to win back the woman he | oves.

2013DEO5
2013WP041



FADE | N:
EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - N GHT

The overhead TRAFFI C SI GNALS sway slightly in the breeze.
One red, one green. A 4-door sedan sits at the red |ight,
waiting for it to change. The green turns yell ow

The sound of a fast noving vehicle begins to fill the quiet
ni ght.

The lights switch and the sedan begi ns noving forward.

A sportier sedan careens through the red Iight, SMASH ng
into the 4-door sedan hal fway through the intersection.

Pl ECES of car & glass tinkle to the ground as the sound of a
police siren approaches.

GRFX: TEN YEARS LATER
I NT. CHURCH SACRI STY - DAY

JACOB SOLUS, 20's, in a TUXEDO, stands at the entrance,

| ooking out at a crowd of people. HARLIN, simlarly attired,
stands opposite RUTH E, in a blue formal dress, both fram ng
a PASTOR

At the back of the church, AUDRI ANNA, 20's, gorgeous, enters
on the armof her father, BRENT as the BRI DAL MARCH begi ns

pl ayi ng.

Jacob takes a deep breath and steps out into his place as
groom

As the bride and her father draw near, Jacob | ooks up -- his
eyes not on Audrianna, but her father.

St udying Brent closely, Jacob clears his throat:

JACOB
l"msorry. | can't do this.

Am d the gasps of the crowd, he rushes past Audrianna and
her father out of the church.

EXT. I NTERSECTI ON - N GHT

Par anedi cs straddle the driver of the sedan, applying CPR

| NT. AUDRI ANNA' S APARTMENT - DAY

Jacob | ooks at the pictures of Audrianna's famly displayed

on her desk. He picks up the photo of her and her father,
studying it.



AUDRI ANNA
| can't wait for you to neet ny
famly. | just know they'll |ove
you!

JACOB
| hope so. 1've been |ooking forward

to this for a long tine.

AUDRI ANNA
Are you nervous?

JACOB
Alittle bit. But it's worth it.

They ki ss.
EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - NI GHT

Police officers admnister field sobriety exercises to the
DRI VER of the sportier sedan.

I NT. MALL - DAY

Audri anna and Ruthie are wandering through the mall, nore
wi ndow shoppi ng than actually actively | ooking for sonething.
RUTHI E
Soo0, you think he mght be 'the
one?"
AUDRI ANNA

Oh, | don't think, | know.

RUTHI E
Grl, you' ve been dating himfor
what, a couple of weeks? And you're
sure that this man is the one you
want to spend the rest of your life
with?

AUDRI ANNA
When you know, you just know.

| NT. AUDRI ANNA' S APARTMENT - DAY

JACOB
| think I mght have nade a m st ake.

AUDRI ANNA
A m stake? Yeah, you made a m st ake
comng to see ne again. You should
be as far away from ne as possi bl e.



JACOB
| can't helpit. | love you.
AUDRI ANNA

You LOVE ne? |Is that why you ran
out of the church? Wy | had to
apol ogi ze to everyone at the church?

JACOB
|"msorry. It's - it's hard to
expl ai n.
AUDRI ANNA
Hard to explain? Hard to expl ain?
JACOB
Look. You see, | --
AUDRI ANNA
No. | amnot listening to this.
JACOB
Please. If | can only explain.
AUDRI ANNA
Explain it to ny father.
JACOB
No. No, | want to explain it to
you.
AUDRI ANNA
No. M father. O never speak to
me agai n.
JACOB
AUDRI ANNA

No. You love ne, prove it to ne.
Speak to ny father. Explain it to
him Then maybe we can tal k.

She opens the door, |eaving no roomfor argument.

| NT. THOMAS HOUSE - EVEN NG

Brent is standing by the fireplace, a framed photo of his
famly above him He rolls a large round coin across his
knuckl es. The doorbell rings. Palmng the 5-year sobriety
chip, he drops it into his pocket as he noves to the door.

He opens to door to see Audrianna and Jacob.



BRENT
Hey Sweetie. And you nust be this
Jacob we've heard so little about.

AUDRI ANNA
Daddy!

EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - N GHT

The driver of the sportier sedan - Brent - blows into a
BREATHALYZER It gives off a tone that rises in pitch the
nore he exhal es.

| NT. HOUSE - DAY

Jacob and Harlin are watching football, munching on chips
and hanburgers. They're finishing up a six-pack

HARLI N
"' mjust saying, when one Manning's
W nning, the other's not doing well.
It's Iike a Hi ghlander thing - they
only have so nuch good football energy
between the two of them and --

JACOB
Look. | think I mght be falling in
love with this girl

HARLI N
Huh? Wait, that's a good thing,

isn't it?
Jacob goes into the kitchen for nore beer.

HARLI N ( CONT' D)
Isn't it?

EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - N GHT

A young Jacob watches as paranedi cs drape a sheet over the
still formof his father, covering himconpletely.

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT

Audri anna and Jacob sit at a ronmantic table in the corner,
eating. Their WAI TRESS approaches the table.

WAI TRESS
Can | interest you in a dessert to
shar e?

JACOB

Hmn Maybe an aperitif.



AUDRI ANNA
Don't you think you ve had enough?

Jacob just stares at her for a nonent, thinking. Then he
smles and stands up fromthe table.

JACOB
Ladi es and gentlenen! Can | have
your attention, please!
O her diners look up fromtheir tables.

AUDRI ANNA
What are you doi ng?

Jacob descends on one knee.
JACOB
Audri anna, would you nake ne the
happi est man on earth?
Audrianna is noving her |ips, but no sound is com ng out
JACOB (CONT' D)
Was that a yes or a no? | hope it
was a yes. Please say yes!
She nods.

JACOB ( CONT' D)
She said yes!

The ot her diners erupt into appl ause.
EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - NI GHT

The police officer waps a pair of handcuffs around Brent's
Wi sts.

| NT. AUDRI ANNA' S APARTMENT - DAY

AUDRI ANNA
Are you drunk?
JACOB
That doesn't matter.
AUDRI ANNA
It does to ne.
JACOB
Look. | know how we can nmake this

wor K.



AUDRI ANNA
| told you, I"'mnot going to discuss
this until you talk to ny father.

JACOB
That's the problem Don't you
under stand? Look. Look. Do you
remenber 10 years ago. A car
accident. Your father was driving
drunk.

AUDRI ANNA
How coul d you possi bly know about
that? 1|s that why things changed?

JACOB
No. No. The man he killed. The
other driver. That. That was ny

dad.

AUDRI ANNA
| don't think I understand.

JACOB
Look. I. | used you. I'msorry. |
pl anned all this. | knew who your
father was. | sought you out. |

wanted to hurt him Make himfeel
even a little bit of what | felt.
Your pain was just a neans to an
end. But. | really do |ove you.
This is just a bunp in the road.

AUDRI ANNA
A bunp in the road.

There is a | ong nonent as she considers her next words.
AUDRI ANNA ( CONT' D)

Jacob. | forgive you. | still |ove
you. But things have changed now.

JACOB
l"msorry. |1'mso, so sorry. But
do you under st and?

AUDRI ANNA
You still love nme, but. | want to
understand this, but

JACOB
Look. | wanted to hate you. | wanted
to hurt you al nost as nuch as | wanted
to hurt your dad. Until | got to

know you.



AUDRI ANNA
But you still left ne at that altar.
And you still won't do the one thing

|'ve asked. Talk to ny dad.

JACOB
But. This is the nobnent. That nonent
in all romantic conedi es where the
guy admts he was a noron and the
wonan takes hi m back.

AUDRI ANNA
Jacob, I. | love you, but | was
clear. You need to talk to ny father.
JACOB
| can't do that! Wy don't you
understand that? He's -- he's the
one | just can't forgive.

He pushes past her out the door.
| NT. THOVAS HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - EVENI NG

Jacob, Audrianna & her parents are around the table, enjoying
a neal .

BRENT
Jacob, were you born around here?

JACOB
Yeah, but |'ve been away for a while.
| decided after college that I wanted
to conme back

BRENT
And do your parents live cl ose?

JACOB
Not exactly. It's just ny nom M
dad died when | was young and we had
to nove in with ny aunt back East.
My nomis still there.

BRENT
Ch, I'msorry to hear about that.
VWhat happened?

JACOB
Um Look.

AUDRI ANNA
Daddy, he doesn't like to talk about
it.



| NT. AUDRI ANNA' S APARTMENT - DAY

RUTHI E
| don't understand.
AUDRI ANNA
| still love him Ruthie. At |east
| think I do
RUTHI E
But he humliated you. In front of
your famly. In front of everyone!
AUDRI ANNA
He had his reasons. And | forgive
hi m
RUTHI E

How can you possibly forgive hin? |
can't even forgive him

AUDRI ANNA
Because that's what | ove does.

EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - N GHT

A young Audri anna wat ches as the police officers arrest her
father for DU, pushing himinto the back seat of the cruiser.

I NT. CLUB - DAY

Jacob sits on a bar stool. As Harlin approaches, he tosses
back a shot.

JACOB
You' ve got sone catching up to do.

HARLI N
It's 2-0'clock in the afternoon.
VWhat do you need to be drinking for?

JACOB

Seriously? First Audrianna, now you

t 00?
HARLI N

You saw Audrianna? How is she?
JACOB

How is she? Still in love with ne.

| think. Wn't take ne back.

(beat)
At least not until | talk to her

f at her.



HARLI N
So why don't you talk to her father?

JACOB
Why does everyone keep harping on
that? Not going to happen

HARLI N
Dude, what changed? One mnute you're
madly in love with her, now you hate
her ?

JACOB
Not hi ng' s changed. Not hi ng.
Everything's the sanme as it's al ways
been. That's the problem

HARLI N
What do you nean?
JACOB
Look, | don't want to talk about it,

okay? | don't know why | even bot hered
to call you

He noves towards the door.

HARLI N
Hey, are you sure you're okay to
drive?

JACOB

'] be fine. Now | eave ne al one,
al ready, wll you?

Jacob stumbl es out the door.
EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - N GHT

The police bring Jacob's nother, crying, over to him He
hugs her tightly, conforting her.

EXT. STREET - EVEN NG

Jacob's car is flying down the streets, the gears squealing
in protest.

JACOB
Nobody cares what | want. \Wat |
need. | got it, and he got what was

comng to him Wy doesn't anyone
under st and that?



10.
EXT. | NTERSECTI ON - CONTI NUQUS

Jacob's car flies around the corner, barreling towards the 4-
way stop. At the last mnute, he | ooks up, seeing the stop
sign and a pickup truck hal fway through the intersection.

Jacob slanms both feet down on the brakes.

Jacob's car spins out, screeching to a halt sideways at the
stop sign. The door opens and he |urches out, unloading the
contents of his stomach, barely able to breathe. He manages
to stand next to the car, still heaving as he | ooks up.

Alittle girl in a car seat inside the truck waves at him as
her nother presses down hard on the gas pedal.

| NT. THOMAS HOUSE - LATER
Jacob bursts through the front door.

JACOB
Br ent ! M. Thonmas!

Brent steps out of the next room staring venonously at Jacob.

BRENT
What do you want ?

Jacob falls to his knees, staring at the floor.

JACOB
Forgive nme, sir. Forgive nme for
hurting Audrianna to try and hurt
you. Forgive nme for hating you for
all these years.

Jacob kneels there for a long nonent, waiting for a response.
Finally he raises his eyes to see tears stream ng down Brent's
cheeks.

BRENT
O course | forgive you, Jacob. O
course | forgive you

Brent reaches down and pulls Jacob to his feet, hugging him
i ntensely, as Audrianna and her nother |ook on fromthe
door way.

| NT. CHURCH SANCTUARY - DAY

Rut hie and Harlin stand as before, with the Pastor. The
Bridal March begins playing. As everyone rises, Audrianna
wal ks down aisle on her father's arm

She' s beam ng.



11.
Jacob steps into his place, exchanging a | ook with Harlin.

Ruthie tries, but even she can't hold her glare when she
sees Audrianna's smle.

For a monent, Jacob, Audrianna and Brent stand there | ooking
at each other. They turn to the mnister.

PASTOR
Who gives this woman to be married
to this man?

BRENT
Her not her and | do.

FADE OUT
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